
 

 

Statement by Free State Finance MEC, Honourable Elzabe Rockman 

Theft of Electricity Cables 

Honourable Speaker, the Provincial Treasury and Cooperative Governance and 

Traditional Affairs (Cogta) have received reports during the past week of incidents of 

theft of electricity cables in Kroonstad (Moqhaka Local Municipality) and at De Put in 

Setsoto. 

 

These recent incidents have been well organized, orchestrated and executed. It 

follows on similar incidents targeting the collapse of critical water and sanitation 

infrastructure in specifically these two municipalities. Cable theft in Brandfort 

(Masilonyana Local Municipality) and the impact thereof on the provision of water to 

surrounding communities has been well documented.  

 

The scope of copper cable theft in the country has been of such magnitude that it 

has for the past few years been monitored by the Copper Cable Theft Barometer of 

the South African Chamber of Business.  

 

The consequences of copper cable theft are significant as it results in disruption of 

services, property damage as well as a variety of other economic costs. Loss of life 

and limb are not excluded.  

 

This is, however, not just the work of criminal syndicates. It is evident, honourable 

Speaker, that there is a sinister hand behind the current spate of incidents targeting 

the sabotage of critical municipal infrastructure. The purpose is clearly to ignite 

service delivery protests by affected communities and it is reasonable to anticipate 



that this will escalate in the run-up to the 2016 local government elections.  

 

We have, honourable Speaker, engaged with the MEC Police, Roads and Transport, 

the South African Police and the State Security Agency to ensure that there is an 

effective and comprehensive response to this trend targeting the sabotage of 

municipal infrastructure. We also call upon our communities to provide information 

to relevant authorities about such criminal activities. Neither the provincial nor any 

local government in the Free State is prepared to allow the callous disregard for our 

communities to continue unchallenged.  

 

We therefore encourage and support any and all action taken by the South African 

Police to counter-act the sabotage of municipal infrastructure, the protection of state 

assets and the provision of uninterrupted services to our communities.  

 

I thank you  

Delivered by:  Free State Finance MEC, Honourable Elzabe Rockman (MPL) 

 

 

 


