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KEYNOTE ADDRESS 

International Fraud Awareness Week Events 

8th November 2013 

 

Good morning,  

 

Let me acknowledge the presence of; 

 

Chairperson of the Public Accounts Committee of the FS Provincial Legislature 

Executive Mayors and Councillors, 

Our partners from the Association of Certified Fraud Examiners, PWC and Standard 

Bank 

Provincial Accountant General, 

Municipal Managers 

CFOs 

Media representatives,  

Ladies and gentlemen.  

 

We are very pleased that you have joined us here in Bethlehem today for this session 

as part of International Fraud Awareness Week.   

 

Robert Anton Wilson stated that; “Cynics regard everybody as equally corrupt... 

Idealists regard everybody as equally corrupt, except themselves.” When we attended 

the media launch of the International Fraud Awareness Week last week, we were 

reminded that South Africa occupied the 69th place (together with Brazil and 

Macedonia) on the 2012 Corruption Perception Index. A total number of 176 countries 

and territories were included in the 2012 Index. The views of the cynics and idealists 

must clearly motivate us to break the perception that South Africa may become yet 

another developmental state that will fall victim to an eroding culture of fraud and 

corruption.  
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There is general consensus amongst across society that dealing effectively with fraud 

and corruption must be one of the national priorities that are implemented in a 

consistent and comprehensive manner.  

 

Throughout the week, we have been facilitating these fraud awareness sessions as 

part of International Fraud Awareness Week. In recognition that we need to intensify 

and escalate our efforts to engage more broadly and pro-actively when we deal with 

these challenges, we expanded the programme this year from having only a one day 

session. We started in Bloemfontein on Tuesday and yesterday we were in Kroonstad. 

We conclude the current programme today here with you.  

 

Neither the private sector nor the public sector is immune to the onslaught of the 

unscrupulous perpetrators of fraud and corruption. We are therefore particularly 

pleased that we could join hands with the Association of Certified Fraud Examiners, 

PWC and Standard Bank in putting together a programme that informs and educates 

all of us on how to promote to exchange ideas on how fraud can be eliminated, 

detected and be dealt in our respective areas.  

 

The ANC Government has unwavering commitment in fighting and uprooting 

corruption and fraud, in both the public and private sector. Steady progress has been 

made in Government to reduce fraud corruption. Our initiatives to encourage the use 

of the National Anti-Corruption Hotline and the Presidential Hotline are evidence of 

this. We have also committed significant resources to ensuring that our Internal Audit 

Units and our Risk Management Units are strengthened and work together with senior 

management in ensuring that the processes that we follow adhere to the regulatory 

frameworks such as the Public Finance Management Act and Treasury Regulations 

within which we operate.  

 
Our commitment to fighting corruption derives from a development perspective that 

corruption is not only unethical and criminal, but limits resources that are in dire need 

for the development and social uplift of our communities.  
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Transparency International points out that; “Corruption destroys lives and 

communities, and undermines countries and institutions. It generates popular anger 

that threatens to further destabilise societies and exacerbate violent conflicts. It 

translates into human suffering. It leads to the failure in the delivery of basic services 

such as education and health care. It derails the building of essential infrastructure. 

Corruption amounts to a dirty tax, and the poor and the most vulnerable are its primary 

victims”.  

 

That is why commitment to fighting corruption runs through the major policy 

platforms of our Government such as the 2009 electoral manifesto of the ANC (it will 

undoubtedly also feature in the 2014 Manifesto), the National Development Plan and 

the Free Sate Growth and Development Strategy. These policies, however, must be 

translated into efficient and effective plans of action and, more importantly, be 

actually implemented.  

 
 
Even though Government has put measures in place to prevent and detect fraudulent 

activities, we need to keep track of developments in technology that enable 

syndicates to develop more sophisticated and advanced techniques putting all of us at 

a higher level of risk than before. It is our responsibility to ensure that we inform and 

educate ourselves to be sufficiently vigilant to effectively counter-act new tendencies 

and approaches to commit acts or fraud and corruption.  

 

The Premier has consistently throughout this term of government prioritized the  

combating of corruption at all levels of government. This has been evident from our 

Operation Clean Audit initiative and the success that we have achieved with our latest 

audit outcomes. Allow me to reiterate that the provincial government have made 

significant progress by ensuring that not one provincial department or provincial 

public entity received a disclaimer audit opinion for the 2012/13 financial year.  
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Equally, there has been steady – though slow – progress at local government level. 

We often use the example of the Dihlabeng Local Municipality, who is hosting this 

event with us today, as one of the municipalities in the Free State that have solid and 

sound financial management systems and practices. This has been reflected in the 

unqualified audit opinion that the municipality obtained in its last financial year.  

 

Today, we will also hear how important it is that the right culture and tone to promote 

the fight against fraud and corruption is set at the top. In the State of the Province 

Address earlier this year, Premier Magashule stated that; “The Free State provincial 

government supports the initiative of the Minister of Public Service to ban civil 

servants from conducting business with the state as this will undoubtedly be a 

significant measure to prevent the abuse of public funds.” That is the collective 

leadership between the national and provincial government that is required to take 

forward our initiatives to combat fraud and corruption.  

 

It is vital to ensure that we empower our respective officials, employees and 

community members in order to know how to react when they have factual 

information on any possible fraudulent activities.  

They must act without any fear, knowing that they are protected by the relevant 

legislation such as the Whistleblower Act. 

 
When we leave here, we must be able to assess and review the existing control 

mechanisms within our respective workplaces to determine whether they are 

adequate and effective to prevent and detect fraudulent and corrupt activities.  

 

It is therefore imperative that the presentations and fruitful engagements that will 

take place during today’s session should not remain an isolated event. We have 

already tasked the Steering Committee with the responsibility to ensure that there are 

follow-up sessions on quarterly basis from February next year to ensure that we 

maintain the momentum that we have built up over this week.  
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Let’s strengthen our fight against fraud and corruption. Together we can achieve 

more. I thank you.  

 
 
The end 
  


